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1. Apparatus for packaging elongate members, the 

apparatus comprising: a frame comprising a base and side 

V* >- 

members; at least one packing member engageable with the 

frame, the packing member having a deformable portion for 
engaging elongate members to be handled; and TjrfeajS for 
retaining the packing member in contact with the elongate 
members . 



2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the packing member 
comprises a cross -member for extending between the frame 




side members 



ipparutu 



& . The a 
packing member;; 



is of claim l or 2 , wherein at least two 
are provided. 



4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein, in use ,/ X^P^oking 
member overlies and underlies each elongate member 




■A 



The apparatus of any of the preceding claims, wherein 



he deformable pc 



6 . The apparatu 
the frame is 



7 . The apparatu 



rtion of the packing member is resilient. 

s of any of the preceding claims, wherein 
U- shaped . 



gene rally 



h of any of the preceding claims, wherein 
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two frames are provided, one for location towards each end 
of the elongate] members . 



8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the. ^frames are 
joined by at least one rigid connector member 




9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein two connector 
members are provided and with the base members of the 
frames create a generally rectangular base frame. 



m 

id 
So 



10. The apparatus of claim 8 or 9, wherein the connecting 
mlember between/ the two end frames has forklift protector 
plates to facilitate handling of the apparatus. 



11. The apparatus of any of the preceding claims, wherein 
the packing /member is adapted to be positioned at different 
heights witthin the frame. 



12. The apparatus of any of the preceding claims, wherein 
15 the packing member is restrained against movement parallel 

and perpendicular to the length of the constrained elongate 
members*. 



13 . The apparatus of claim 
ends engage profiles on the 

20 14. The apparatus of claim 

V 

ends define rigid heads for 



12, wherein the packing member 
side members. 

13, wherein t^h^jDa^LkJ;^^ 
location in channels defined by 
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15. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the heads are 
slidable in the channels. 



(G . The apparatus of any of the preceding claims, wherein 
:he retaining^ means is adapted to pull an upper packing 
member towaras the base . 

17. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the retaining means 
comprises a mechanical tightening arrangement. 

^ y i8 . The apparatus of any of the preceding claims, wherein 
tjhe retaining means comprises flexible members adapted to 
be draped over an uppermost packing member . 



19. The apparatus of any of the preceding claims, wherein 
the packing member comprises a rigid section. 

20. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the packing member 
comprises a rigid centre section. 



!1. The apparatus ' 
ief ormable elements 



of claim 19 or 20, wherein one or more 
is fixed to the rigid section. 



— - — 



22. The apparatus of claim 21, whe re i n^p*^/cie f ormab 1 e 
element is in the form of an elastomeric jacket, 
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23. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the elas 
jacket defines vertical profiles on either side of the 



rigid section shaped to facilitate elastomer displacement 
with increasing vertical compression. 

24. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein t he eJ^sire mer 
jacket defines displaceable lobes, upper and lower lobes y\On 
each side of the jacket /Toeing relatively vertically 
movable . 

25. The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the elast 




jacket defines side lobes and a central section, with one 
or more channels between the central section and the side 
lobes . 



appai atus 



^ . The 

el.astomer j 

1 

exert increas 
lateral motior 



acket 



ing 



of any of claims 22 to 25, wherein the 
defines angular edges that are adapted to 
compressive resistance to elongate member 
with increasing applied vertical force. 



27. A method of packaging eloncpate members, the method 
comprising : 

providing a frame comprising a base and side members ; 
providing at leaftt / one packing member having a 
def ormable portion ; 

locating the pac^ing^ member in the frame; 
locating elongate members in the frame; and 
securing tl^6 packing member with the deformable 
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portion in contact with the elongate members. 

28. The method of claim 2/f * further comprising providing 
more than one packiAJg /member and locating the packing 



3V 

0&4 



members! 




members and elongat 
packing member overall 



embers in the frame such that a 
s and underlies each elongate member. 



The /method of claim 27 or 28, wherein two frames are 



provided/ on^r for location towards each end of the elongate 
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